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Giuliano Ruggieri (1912-2002) was one of the most valued international paleontologists
and devoted much of his scientific career to the study of Ostracods. He contributed to

increase the knowledge on fossil and recent ostracofaunas, publishing over 70 scientific _ Ccloricd
papers and the describing more than 250 new species and subspecies. 1',,,“'*&,*” :
The most important Ruggieri’s scientific contributions include the revision of genus

Cythereis, Costa, Falsocythere and Aurila. Ruggieri has been considering ostracods as
a useful tool for stratigraphic and palaeoecological reconstructions, like stated in
«Ostracodaes as cold climate indicators in the Italian Quaternary» and in the study of
the Altavilla Milicia (Palermo) fauna. The latter mainly aimed at the investigation

Pliocene paleoenvironmental reconstruction.
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The Ruggieri Ostracod Collection (O.C.R.) is one of the most important
collections in the world and is stored at the “G.G. Gemmellaro”
Geological Museum of the University of Palermo.

The collection consists of over 4.700 slides from more than 400 national
and foreign localities, including Paleozoic, Neogene, Quaternary, and
living ostracod specimens from his own personal sampling and from
colleagues’ collection. The O.C.R. collection is a benchmark point for
specialists, as evidenced by the frequent demand for photographic
documentation. To date, there 1s a digital catalogue, including basic
information on collected specimens, not publicly available, and a
published printed catalogue

Ruggieri’s publication was often accompanied by a valuable
iconography. He was able to draw specimen details,
following his own natural talent for drawing, with an
attractive and detailed description.

Aurila (Euaurila) bradleyana bradleyana n. sp., O.C.R., SI
n. 2619, Holotype, Upper Pliocene of Castellarquato.

The original Ruggieri’s drawing compared to the SEM
image. The scale is 0,5 mm.

The museum has been launching a digital cataloguing initiative, aimed at N

enhancing the collection visibility and access to a wider public, funded by /) AT
the PNRR National Biodiversity Future Center (NBFC). The digitization el vomne .
campaign will start focussing onthe types (Holotypes and Paratypes). The e sl S

adopted cataloguing system 1s from the Central Institute for Cataloguing o oo | St L
and Documentation (ICCD) of the Italian Ministry of Cultural Heritage, "‘:;;:f*;;g::j; — el e
that follows international standards, among others on information o A wooniz T oo s

accuracy, image resolution and ease of reference, through the web-based —[[EEE=== "y T

platform SIGECweb (http://www.iccd.beniculturali.it/it/sigec-web). D

The ICCD data sheet includes taxonomic and stratigraphic information, o wowman s

as well as the sites where specimen was collected and stored and its o

bibliographic references and photographic record. The original Ruggieri’s | b
drawings will be included and, when missing, it will be replaced by SEM SPSH o Dl i o e ot e

images. e e Cwsowor
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